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News Release
For Immediate Release

Contacts:  Nancy Bertrand, Chair, Wakefield Historical Commission (781) 246-3070
Paul Reavis, Wakefield Town Planner (781) 246-6397

Residents Invited to Preserve Wakefield’s Past

Wakefield: January 14: Wakefield residents are invited to a Preservation Forum
to participate in planning for the preservation of the town’s historic resources. The
forum, sponsored by the Wakefield Historical Commission, will be held on Saturday,
February 3rd from 10:00 AM to 12:00 at the Fellowship Hall, First Baptist Church,
Lafayette Street on the Common.

“This event will be of interest to anyone concerned about how Wakefield can
grow without sacrificing its past,” said Nancy Bertrand, Chair of the Wakefield
Historical Commission. “This forum will be an excellent opportunity for residents to
learn about the town’s past and participate in shaping its future,” she added.

The forum will begin with an illustrated presentation by Alfred Lima, preservaton
planning consultant for the town, that will provide an overview of the history of the
town and explore some of the issues that Wakefield now faces in preserving its historic
resources. A brainstorming session in small groups will follow, ending with a
presentation to the full assembly of the recommendations of the smail groups. The ideas
and recommendations that emerge from the forum will be incorporated into the
Wakefield Preservation Plan being prepared for the Town by Mr. Lima.

Funding for preparing the plan was obtained from the Massachusetts Historical
Commission as a result of an application prepared by Paul Reiser, Wakeficld Town
Planner. “I see the Preservation Plan as an important component of the Wakefield
Master Plan that is now in preparation,” noted Mr. Riser. “It will provide an excellent
beginning for the larger Master Planning effort.”

Coffee and refreshments will be available at 9:30 AM in the church hall. Parking
is available in the Town Hall parking fot across the street from the First Baptist Church.
for more information on the event, call
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Taking stock of
Wakefields past

“Don't it always seem to go that you don’t know what you got ‘til
its gone? They paved paradise and put up a parking lot.” — words
to a Joni Mitchell song.

As pop poems often are, this song proved prophetic, especially |
for Wakefield, although the town paved its original town hall to
put up a parking lot.

Anyone who cares about Wakefield must look at photos of the
ornate town hall, Victorian towers, arched, Palladian-like windows
stretching two stories high and at its portal windows and cry in .
frustration. To top it off, the building had a 1,000-seat auditorium.
One guesses the room would be a prime candidate for alteration to
accommodate the performing arts center Wakefield now hopes to
build — if the building had survived. : ‘

.A man named Cyrus Wakefield donated the building for use as a
town hall; up until the donation Wakefield was called South Read-
ing.

“Unfortunatety, one can’t indo the past, but learning from it is a
different story.

That s precisely what Wakefield seems to have done in begin-
mng its work for a new master plan with a two-hour, historic
préservation forum Feb. 3, 10 a.m., at the First Baptist Church.

<The forum represents the first step in updating the town’s master
plan first completed in 1985. Fifteen years later, town volunteers
and officials believe its time for an update. That update will begin
with a complete inventory of all the town’s historic buildings.

‘Despite the lack of historic planning previously, Wakefield is
lucky in that almost 300 historically significant buildings survive.

“The forum'’s purpose will be to listen to what other Wakefiel-
dians have to say about their town’s history and its historic build-
ings; how they plan to preserve the most deserving of these build-
ings; and how they would like to make room for the future.

The town has hired Al Lima, a preservation consultant, to help

The original town hall was tom down to make room for a parking fot. It 3
preserved, there might be no nead for a performing aris center nowin:

Armed with a pen instead of a No. 2 pencil, a diet
Dr Pepper instead of a juice box, [ read silently as the

" instructor read aloud, “This is the MCAS challenge.

The test you are about to take. ..

Ijoined 40 other parents and educators at Andover
High School over the weekend to respond to the
challenoe 1ssued by Sen. Sue Tucker (D-Andover) to
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accommodate the performing arts center Wakeﬁeld now hopes to
build — if the building had survived. :

.A man named Cyrus Wakefield donated the buﬂdmc for use as a
town hall; up until the donation Wakeficld was called South Read-
ing.

-Unfortunately, one can’t undo the past, but learning from itisa
different story.

I['hat 5 prec1sely what Wakefield seems to have done in begm—
mng its work for a new master plan with a two-hour, historic
piéservation forum Feb. 3, 10 a.m., at the First Baptist Church.

“The forum represents the first step in updating the town’s master
pian first completed in 1985. Fifteen years later, town volunteers
and officials believe its time for an update. That update will begin
with a complete inventory of all the town’s historic buildings.

Desmte the lack of historic planning previously, Wakefield is
lucky in that almost 300 historically significant buﬂdmgs survive.-

-The forum’s purpose will be to listen to what other Wakefiel-
dians have to say about their town’s history and its historic build-
ings; how they plan to preserve the most deserving of these build-
ings; and how they would like to make room for the future.

The town has hired Al Lima, a preservation consultant, to help
draw up the historical inventory and then create a plan to preserve
the town’s historic buildings. The town will take inventory of all
its historic buildings before going ahead with the master plan. At
the Saturday forum, Lima will present a stide show of significant
buildings and give a glimpse into Wakefield’s past. He will then
present his ideas on what should be preserved and why. '

Anyone who cares about Wakefield, its immediate and its distant
future, should attend this forum. It may not seem like a big deal.
What’s a building more or less? But, as our economy moves
toward cookie-cutter malls, McMansions and pre-built homes
designed through a National Association of Home Builders mar-
keting seminar, preserving a community’s historic, built environ-
ment will be the key to preserving each community’s identity and
setting it apart from the rest of the world as a unique and intersst-
ing place to live,

Anyone who doubts the importance of such distinctions should
drive through the suburbs of Washington, D.C., and see what a
rolling plan of strip malls, malls, apastment buildings, town hous-
es, condos, and small, medium, large and largest single-family
houses looks and feels like.

The town may not be able to save every building from being
replaced with what are perceived to be better uses for modem
needs, But; if buildings are torn down, at least developers, town
officials and Wakefield residents will know what they’re losing
before it’s lost.
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Tjoined 40 other parents and educators at Andover
High School over the weekend to respond to the
challenge issued by Sen, Sue Tucker (D-Andover) to
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The Wakefield Hisforical Commission & the Wakefield Town Planner present

Preserving Wakefield

A Public Forum on the
Goals & Preservation Action Plan

Saturday, June 16, 2001, 10:00 AM to Noon
Lecture Hall, Lucius Beebe Memomal Library, 345 Main Street

Coffee and refreshments will be available at 9:30 AM

c2  Help set Wakefield’s preservation goals
2 Review the final recommendations of the Preservation Plan Consultant
] Partlclpate in the drafting of the Town’s Action Plan to accomplish preservation goals
oR Plan Wakefield’s future with fellow citizens

Join your fellow residents, elected officials and planning experts
for an important and enjoyable public forum on historic preservation.
The information obtained from citizens during the forum
will be incorporated into the town’s
Preservation Plan and Master Plan.

For more information on the forum, call 246-6397
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