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Development - Parking Lots  
Parking lot design criteria are outlined with Chapter 190 – Zoning, Article VII – Parking and Loading 
Requirements.  Section 190-37  - Location and Design Parking Lots outlines the requirements for 
Construction, Size of Parking Spaces and  Aisles.  Section 190-41 is the Table of Required Offsite Parking.  

• Construction Section - Allows for parking facilities to be sited under proposed buildings reducing 
the other impervious footprint required for a development site.  No Changes Recommended. 

• Size of Parking Spaces – Requires all parking facilities to be full size spaces 9’x18’ (perpendicular) 
or 9’x22’ (parallel).  Recommend development of criteria for compact spaces to reduce overall 
pavement area.  

• Aisles – Minimum aisle widths reduced to only 20’ for two-way and 11’ for certain one-way traffic.  
Aisle widths are also required to be no larger than 24’ in width.  As constituted the requirements 
are the bare minimum to allow for proper operation of vehicles and minimize the total impervious 
areas.   No Changes Recommended 

• Offsite Parking Table – The totals within the offsite parking table are well within peer 
communities totals with some requirements being on the lower side.  The Zoning Bylaw are has 
exemptions from its offset parking requirements for Small Establishments, Business District and 
Sidewalk Cafes.    

o Small Establishment - Off-street parking space shall not be required for nonresidential 
uses when the computed requirement results in four spaces or fewer for all the 
nonresidential uses on the lot. 

o Business District - When the literal application of the standards for off-street parking and 
loading required herein proves to be infeasible in the Business District or the Municipal 
District, the Board of Appeals may reduce the requirements by issuance of a special 
permit. Any such reductions shall be supported by evidence of infeasibility due to lack of 
suitable land, design considerations or other similar factors. The Board of Appeals must 
also find that the granting of such special permit will not adversely affect the health, 
safety, convenience, character or welfare of the neighborhood or district or of the Town. 

o Sidewalk Cafes - Sidewalk cafes with less than 10 seats are exempt from off-street 
parking requirements. 

 
These exceptions can provide significant relief on the requirements and reduce overall site 
imperviousness when appropriate.  Due to the flexibility within the exemptions, No Changes 
Recommended. 

Development - Roadways  
The Planning Board’s Subdivision Rules and Regulations outline the design criteria for new 
roadways.  Section 320-18-outline a minimum roadway width of 26 feet and a requirement of 5’ 
wide sidewalk on both sides.  The Planning Board often grants waivers from these requirements, 
reducing the overall pavement width to 16’-24’ and eliminating the construction of one of the 
sidewalks.  The last two approved subdivisions for Salem Street and Clyde Court included reduced 
pavement widths and sidewalks.  In practice the reductions are being provided, so No Changes 
Recommended. 
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Town Programs: 
The Public Works-Engineering Division is responsible for the development and redevelopment of all 
Town capital infrastructure programs generating stormwater from impervious cover.  These programs 
include but are not limited to rehabilitations and reconstructions of roadways, sidewalks, parking 
facilities, paths, parks, etc.   

During the planning and design stages of every project, the Town Engineer and the Engineering Division’s 
design team review the project to determine if there are any opportunities to reduce impervious areas, or 
repair stormwater infrastructure or incorporate new or retrofit Best Management Practices to enhance 
stormwater  treatment.  Opportunities that are determined to be feasible based on site specific 
conditions (soils, groundwater elevation, roadway use, regulatory requirements) are included as part of 
the capital improvements construction contract.  

While the Year 4 of the 2019 NPDES MS4 permit requires permittees to identify 5 BMP or impervious area 
reductions locations, Wakefield’s Engineering Division has already advanced several projects over the 
permit term through either Planning Phase, Design Phase, or Construction Phase.  The following is a list 
of projects that have been initiated by the Engineering Division with their status and anticipated 
construction date:  Gertrude Spaulding  

1. Gertrude Spaulding Park Rehabilitation 

Constructed 2019 

• Bioretention area retrofit 

2. Albion Street Streetscape Enhancement 

Constructed 2020 

• Bump-out pavement reduction, New plantings and trees installed 

3. Veterans Field Tennis Court/Path Enhancements –  

Constructed 2021 

• Bioretention area and grass swale retrofit 

4. 2022 Roads Program Lowell Street/Salem Street intersection realignment  

Design Phase – Construction Planned 2023 

• Pavement reduction, New plantings and trees, Bioretention area retrofit 

5. Green Street/Oak Street Intersection Realignment –  

Planning Phase – Construction Planned 2024 

• Pavement reduction, New plantings and trees, Bioretention area retrofit 

6. Quannapowitt Parkway 

Design Phase – Construction Planned 2024 

• Bioretention Area Retrofit 

7. Main Street Reconstruction  

Planning Phase – Construction Planned 2026 

• Bioretention area retrofits, Media filter retrofits, Tree box filter retrofits 
 

Plans for all projects noted above can be found as an attachment to this report.  



 

Attachment 1 – Gertrude Spaulding Park 
Rehabilitation 
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Attachment 4 – 2022 Roads Program Lowell 
Street/Salem Street Intersection 
Realignment 
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Attachment 5 – Green Street/Oak Street 
Intersection Realignment 
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Attachment 6  - Quannapowitt Parkway 
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Attachment 7 – Main Street Reconstruction 
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