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William J. Lee Memorial Town Hall 
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Wakefield, MA 01880 

781-246-6301 x4120 
 

Standard Operating Procedure 
Oil and Sediment Separator 
 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

Oil and sediment separators are treatment Best Management Practices (BMPs) that are 
designed to capture and treat stormwater.  Oil and sediment separators are underground 
tanks with two or three chambers designed to remove heavy particulates, floating debris, and 
hydrocarbons from stormwater.  Oil and sediment separators are typically used in series with 
other BMPs to achieve required TSS removal.  

 
II. INSPECTION 
 

Regular inspections are important to prevent against resuspension of sediment in oil and 
sediment separators.  Oil and sediment separators should be inspected at monthly and after 
every major storm.  All accumulated trash should be collected at this time. Inspect inlets and 
remove any debris that might clog the system.   

 
III. MAINTENANCE 

 
Regular maintenance shall be conducted at the following intervals to maintain oil and 
sediment separators so they may operate efficiently and as designed.   
 

Activity Time of Year Frequency 
Inspect units Year Round At least monthly 
Clean units Spring and Fall 2x per year 

 
Polluted water and sediments removed from and oil and sediment separator should be 
disposed of in accordance with all applicable local, state and federal laws and regulations 
including M.G.L.c. 21C and 310 CMR 30.00. 
 

IV. LOCATION OF OIL AND SEDIMENT SEPARATORS 
 

a. Town Hall 
1 Lafayette Street 
Wakefield, MA 01880 
 

b. Harris M. Dolbeare School 
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340 Lowell Street 
Wakefield, MA 01880 
 

V. ATTACHMENTS: 
a. Maintenance Report, Oil and Sediment Separators 
b. Plan, Town Hall Underground Infiltration System 

 
VI. REVISION 
 

These procedures contained in the SOP are reviewed as part of the NPDES MS4 Annual 
Report development and updated as needed. 

 
VII. EFFECTIVE:  

 
June 2022 

 
 
SIGNED: 
 

 
 
William J. Renault, Jr., P.E. 
Town Engineer 
Engineering Division 
Wakefield Department of Public Works 
 



 

POST-CONSTRUCTION OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE LOG – OIL/SEDIMENT SEPARATORS 

Inspector’s Name:  Date:  
 
Location: 

 

 
Inspection Type: 

 
☐ Routine 

 
☐  Spill 

 
☐  Other: 

 

 
☐  Post-Rainfall (Precipitation in Inches:___________) 

 

Activity Frequency Comments 

Inspect units Monthly and after every major 
storm 

 

Clean units 2x per year  

 

Additional Comments: ____________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Signature:  
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