SPRING 2020
STAY AT HOME STORIES
Beebe Library Curates Pandemic Digital Archive
During this unprecedented moment in our personal and community history, we do well to
remember that history is an understanding of time, a measurement of change; its stories are
ours to tell, its changes ours to measure. When future generations look back on this moment,
what will they see?
Lucius Beebe Memorial Library is collecting the Stay at Home Stories of Wakefield. By
contributing to the collection, you’ll shape how our moment will be remembered.
Everyone has a story. Help us gather the materials so critical to a future understanding of
our experience.
Share your story in words, photos, audio, video, poem, or any other form that tells it. Beebe Library will document
Wakefield’s experience of this unique pandemic time by curating a collection of memories and experiences to be
preserved on the Digital Heritage website. We hope you will share your story.
For details, visit the library website at www.wakefieldlibrary.org/stay-at-home-stories.

FROM THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
I’d like to take a moment to thank the residents, local organizations, business community, and staff who have shown their
support throughout these unprecedented times. I also want to acknowledge the focus and leadership the Town Council
has shown during this crisis. I am impressed by the consistent ingenuity and am grateful for the encouragement all have
shown to each other. I’ve heard the phrase, “we’re all in this together” many times over the last few weeks, and it rings very
true here in Wakefield.
Despite distancing and new protocols, municipal operations must continue. This pandemic has forced us to re-examine how
we conduct municipal business and how we will move forward with events such as elections and Town Meeting.
Like many surrounding communities, the legislative powers of the Town are exercised by an Open Town Meeting generally
held in the spring and fall of each year. Presided by an elected Town Moderator, Wakefield residents assemble to hear a
slate of questions called a Warrant. Each question, or Article, is presented by members of elected boards, Town officials, or
citizens. The topic is reviewed and participants are given the opportunity to ask questions or share their comments. When
discussion is complete, participants vote. All votes are weighted equally, and all participants (provided they are registered
voters in Wakefield) have the opportunity to determine the outcome. As I’ve said before, I believe it embodies all that is
good about democracy. (continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
Our meeting, however, also presents challenges at a time when we
are discouraged from having hundreds of people closely congregate
in one place. Our Town Council voted to postpone May’s Town
Meeting to June 8, 2020. The Town’s Moderator, William H. Carroll,
is empowered to postpone Town Meeting further if such an action
is warranted. With critical votes anticipated, including approval of
the budget on which we conduct our operations, determining a way
to hold our meeting is crucial. We are in constant contact with state
legislators and surrounding communities to brainstorm next steps.
Expect to hear more in the weeks to come.
Our Town Election, originally scheduled for April 28, has been
postponed to June 23, 2020. Many are taking advantage of the early
voting option, which can be done remotely. You’ll find additional
information about early voting on page three of this newsletter.
Before I close, I want to thank the
hundreds of volunteers who distributed
masks in a drive-through event for
our 60+ population and personally
hand-delivered packages of masks to
almost 10,000 residences in Wakefield
a few weeks later. It was a monumental
undertaking, and I’m incredibly grateful
to all who played a role in it.
I am so proud to be a part of this amazing
community. The days ahead will be
challenging, but nothing that we can’t
handle together.

REGISTER WITH
WAKEFIELD’S
CodeRED E-ALERT
SYSTEM
Should Town officials
need to disseminate
urgent information
regarding
COVID-19 or any
other emergency,
this ultra highspeed telephone
communication
system is utilized.
By creating a “managed account” with a
username and password, residents can
update their contact information at any
time.
Residents who do not have internet access
can call the Wakefield Fire Department at
781-246-6435 for assistance registering.
Sign up today!

Sincerely,
Stephen P. Maio
Town Administrator

IMPROVEMENTS TO LAKE PARKS
Thanks to a gift from the Friends of Lake Quannapowitt, the Gertrude Spaulding
and Colonel Connelly parks will be rehabilitated and include improved stormwater
treatment and erosion solutions. These parks are located at the intersection of
Lowell Street and Quannapowitt Parkway.
Enhancements will include upgrading the pathway, which has eroded below the
surrounding lawn area. In its current condition, the pathway creates a swale that
concentrates stormwater and increases erosion of the beach into the lake. The new
pathways will be re-graded to not only help eliminate the beach erosion, but also
meet the Americans with Disabilities Act grading tolerances.
The project also proposes enhancements to provide improved stormwater treatment
and erosion stabilization. A new catch basin, forebay, and bioretention system will be
installed to collect and treat stormwater. Its function is to improve water quality from the
untreated Quannapowitt Parkway roadway and sidewalk discharge.
The project is being completed as a public-private partnership between Wakefield
Public Works and the Friends of Lake Quannapowitt, an organization whose mission is to
provide long-term protection and enhancement of Lake Quannapowitt and its surrounding public lands.
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FREE CURBSIDE TEXTILE RECYCLING SERVICE LAUNCHING JUNE 15
On June 15, 2020, Wakefield
residents with curbside
trash and recycling pickup
will be able to recycle
unwanted textiles simply by
bagging them and leaving
them at the curb on their
regular scheduled recycling
collection day. The Wakefield
Department of Public Works
is providing this new service, free to the residents of
Wakefield, in partnership with Simple Recycling.
According to the United States Environmental Protection
Agency, about 84 percent of old clothes, shoes, belts,
handbags, and textile items end up in a landfill or an
incinerator. On average, that results in approximately 68
pounds of textile items per household each year.
Simple Recycling will accept a wide range of used textiles.
The list of accepted items includes all types of used or
new clothing, coats/jackets, jewelry, shoes, purses, hats,
small toys, blankets, sheets, drapes/curtains, pillows,
sleeping bags, backpacks, and more. A list of all items can
be found on their website, www.SimpleRecycling.com.
After collection, Simple Recycling will ensure all items are
reused or recycled into new products.

Simple Recycling is sending two free pink bags for
residents to get started using the program. Note that
Simple Recycling printed and packaged their mailers
prior to the pandemic, and the insert card reflects the
original April launch date. For resource and economic
purposes, they opted not to reprint. The start date for
the program is June 15.
Residents should place all textiles in the provided bags
and place the bags at the curb before 7 a.m. on their
regular recycling collection days. Bags should be placed
three feet from recycling bins. Simple Recycling’s trucks
will pick up the bags, free of charge. At the time of the
pick-up, Simple Recycling will provide a new bag for the
resident to use at a later date.
The new service is not intended to compete with
donations to local charities. Instead, it provides a
convenient curbside collection option for those who may
otherwise dispose of textile items in the trash. If residents
can eliminate textiles from the municipal waste stream,
the Town could decrease the tonnage of waste produced,
reducing costs on waste disposal.
For more information about the Simple Recycling
program, to order more bags, or alert of a missed
pickup, residents may call 866-835-5068 or visit www.
SimpleRecycling.com. Residents may also contact Public
Works at 781-246-6301 x 4120.

TOWN ELECTION POSTPONED
April’s Town Election, originally scheduled for April 28, has been postponed to
June 23, 2020. Voting will take place at the Galvin Middle School with enhanced
safety precautions in place. Modified hours have not yet been determined.

JUNE 23, 2020

An alternative to in-person voting is early voting, which can be done remotely. To take
advantage of this option, download the Early Voting Municipal Election Application in
the Town Clerk’s section of the Town’s website.
Voters can submit the signed application to the Town Clerk’s office in one of four ways:
• scan and email to Town Clerk Betsy Sheeran’s at bsheeran@wakefield.ma.us
• fax to the Town Clerk’s office at 781-246-4155
• mail to the Office of the Town Clerk, 1 Lafayette Street, Wakefield, MA 01880
• drop off in the Town Clerk’s secure mailbox on the front steps of Town Hall.
Once the application is processed, the voter will receive the ballot via the U.S. Postal
Service. The voter must return the ballot on or before June 23, 2020 by mailing to the
Office of the Town Clerk or dropping it in the Town Clerk’s secure mailbox on the front
steps of Town Hall.
Note that the ballot will have the date of the originally scheduled Town Election,
April 23, 2020, and will have the heading “Absentee Ballot.” This determination has
been made by the Secretary of State’s Office-Elections Division.

Early Voting
Applications Available
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JULY 4 PARADE AND EVENTS CANCELLED
In their April 13, 2020, meeting, the Town Council made the difficult decision to cancel Wakefield’s Independence Day
festivities. This event brings about 50,000 people into Wakefield, and the recommendations for social distancing will likely
still be in place to some degree through the onset of July. Many of the Council members spoke about how important these
activities are to the community, but recognized the health and safety of our residents was paramount. Since then, many
surrounding communities have cancelled their upcoming events, including the Independence Day celebration in Boston.
Town Administrator Stephen Maio indicated that Wakefield expends about $50,000 to support the day’s events, in addition
to the organizations’ costs for the events themselves. Considering the stress on our public safety and public works crews
during this pandemic, the budget modifications that will need to be made because of it, and the likely need to continue a
measure of distancing in the coming months, he noted the cancellation was a difficult but prudent decision. The Council’s
vote was unanimous, but it was suggested that other methods of celebrating Independence Day be explored.

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE

MEMORIAL DAY 2020

Revised dates have been set for upcoming
Public Works programs!

The Wakefield Veterans’ Service Office
invites you to join them in honoring,
remembering, and respecting the sacrifices
made by our brave men and women.

The deadline to purchase a discounted at-home
compost bin is now July 7. For program details,
visit www.wakefield.ma.us/compost-bin.
The deadline to purchase a discounted rain
barrel is now July 9. For program details, visit
www.wakefield.ma.us/rain-barrel.

TOWN COUNCIL
Ann Santos, Chair
councilor.santos@wakefield.ma.us
Julie Smith-Galvin, Vice Chair
councilor.galvin@wakefield.ma.us
Mehreen N. Butt
councilor.butt@wakefield.ma.us
Jonathan P. Chines
councilor.chines@wakefield.ma.us
Paul R. DiNocco
councilor.dinocco@wakefield.ma.us
Edward F. Dombroski, Jr.
councilor.dombroski@wakefield.ma.us
Peter J. May
councilor.may@wakefield.ma.us

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Stephen P. Maio
smaio@wakefield.ma.us

All are encouraged to decorate their
homes, doors, or windows with patriotic
spirit leading up to Memorial Day on May
25. Through these actions, we can show
our appreciation and honor the service and
sacrifice of our fallen heroes.

NEWS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
You can stay up to date on Wakefield news via email,
social media, and the Town’s website.
Web
Town of Wakefied news and information: www.wakefield.ma.us
Lucius Beebe Memorial Library: www.wakefieldlibrary.org
Wakefield Recreation: wakefieldma.myrec.com
Wakefield Police: www.wakefieldpd.org
Wakefield Pubic Schools: www.wakefieldpublicschools.org
Email
Never miss a message--all news posted to the Town website can
be sent right to your inbox. Visit wakefield.ma.us and click “Get
Town News” in the upper right corner of the screen. You can also
opt to receive agendas for upcoming meetings that interest you.
Facebook
Lucius Beebe Memorial Library: @wakefield.library
Town of Wakefield: @townofwakefieldma
Wakefield Fire: Wakefield Firefighters Local 1478
Wakefield Recreation: @wakefieldrecreation
Wakefield Police: @wakefieldpd
Wakefield Pubic Schools: @wakefieldps
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