
NOTICE OF MEETING - Amended 
Human Rights Commission 

June 21st, 2022 | 7:00 p.m. 
Via Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83160299492?pwd=cjZ2eUQ1T2pnSnBEdGd5eWp3c1lKZz09

Consistent with the Governor’s orders extending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law every effort will be made to 
allow the public to view and/or listen to the meeting in real time. If you do not have a camera or microphone on your computer 
you may use the following dial in number: 1-301-715-8592 Meeting ID 831 6029 9492 Passcode 479919.  Please only 
use dial in or computer and not both as feedback will distort the meeting.  In compliance with the Americans with Disability 
Act, this location is accessible to people with disabilities, Wakefield provides reasonable accommodations and/or language 
assistance free of charge upon request. If you are a person with a disability and require information or materials in an 
alternate format, or if you require any other accommodation, please contact the Town’s Disability Coordinator, William 
Renault-Town Engineer at 781-246-6308 as far in advance of the event as possible. Every effort will be made to grant your 
request. Advance notification will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to remove an accessibility barrier for 
you.

1. Call to order and attendance (1-2 minutes)
2. Check-in (3-5)
3. Public participation (Participants will be limited to 3 minutes each)
4. Approval of minutes: (3-5)

a. May 17th HRC Meeting Minutes
b. Pride Concert – all hands subcommittee meeting
c. APAH Meeting minutes

5. Recap of events: (5-10)
a. APAH Event Recap
b. Flag raising event 6/1
c. Juneteenth flag raising event 6/15

6. Social Media Updates (5-10)
a. Facebook posts
b. Usage
c. Pride Profiles
d. Volunteers

7. Financial update (5-10)
a. Reimbursements for events
b. Tracking expenses

8. Flag Raising Update (5-10)
9. Monthly set of "thank you notes" to people/businesses in our community (3-5)
10. Farmer’s Market Volunteer (1-3)
11. Matters not anticipated
12. Review action list
13. Adjourn

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83160299492?pwd=cjZ2eUQ1T2pnSnBEdGd5eWp3c1lKZz09
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Commissioners Present: Teresa Aravena-Gonzalez, Nicole Jacob, Jeremy Little, Donna Murphy, Daniela 
Nedbalek, Sherri Oken, Emma Partyka, Eileen Rooney, Benny Wheat  
Absent Commissioners: Elizabeth Assenza, Lindsay Averbook 
Liaisons Present: Yana Herzog, Vanessa 
 
Call to Order 7:03 p.m. 

I. Housekeeping 
• Roll Call 
• Welcome to new Commissioner Donna Murphy and new student representative Vanessa. 
• This meeting is being recorded.  
• Close captioning is available. 
• Check in question: As the weather gets warmer and warmer, what are you most looking 

forward to? 
• No members of the public are present. 

II. Election of Officers 
A. Descriptions of Positions 

1. Chair - This position involves the most attention outside of main monthly meetings, in 
addition to the duties of all HRC members. 
a. Formulate the agenda and post the meeting in accordance with open meeting laws. 
b. Forward approved minutes from the general and subcommittee meetings to the Town 

clerk. 
c. Coordinate and communicate on behalf of the HRC between meetings.  
d. Represents the HRC in an official capacity (ex. At flag raising). 
e. Collaborate with other town bodies. 
f. Responds to inquiries through email or from other Town bodies. 
g. Manage social media accounts. 

2. Vice Chair 
a. Support the Chair and back her up behind the scenes. 
b. Act as a sounding board for the Chair. 
c. Step in if Chair is unavailable. 
d. Goal – Be a partner with the Chair. 

3. Secretary Treasurer 
a. Take minutes of general meetings and format for Board review and approval. 

The Secretary could ask another Commissioner to take the minutes. 
b. Review financial reports from Town and report to the Board. 
c. Keep track of expenditures (how much, paid to whom, for what purpose) and advise on 

which account they should be drawn.  
d. Keep record of vendors we regularly use. 
e. Deposit money received from sale of signage. 

B. Nominations 
1. A motion was made to nominate and elect Eileen Rooney as the new HRC Chairperson. 

All voted in favor. 
2. A motion was made to nominate and elect either Sherri Oken or Teresa Aravena-Gonzalez as 

Vice Chairperson. After a vote, Sherri Oken was elected. 
3. A motion was made to nominate and elect Daniela Nedbalek to be the Secretary/Treasurer 

and empower her to enlist a volunteer to take notes at each meeting. All voted in favor. 
ACTION ITEM Current officers will prepare new officers. 

C. Social Media Administrators 

WHRC General Meeting 
Tuesday, May 17, 2022 by Zoom 
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Daniela will serve as co-administrator of Facebook with Benny. 
ACTION ITEM: Benny to provide Daniela with account access. 

III. Approval of the Minutes 
A. General Commission Meeting 

1. A motion was made to approve the 4/19/22 general WHRC meeting minutes 
2. Discussion: Language Diversity Initiative - Delete D2  
3. A motion was made to approve the 4/19/22 general WHRC meeting minutes after the edit 

(deletion of line D2) is made. All present at the meeting voted in favor. 
B. Pride Subcommittee  

1. A motion meeting was made to approve the minutes of the 5/2 and 5/13 meetings. All 
present at those meetings voted in favor. 

C. APAH Subcommittee 
1. A motion was made to approve the 4/27 APAH subcommittee meeting minutes. All present 

at the meeting voted in favor. 
2. A motion was made to approve the 5/6 APAH subcommittee meeting minutes. All present at 

the meeting voted in favor 
IV. APAH Event -May 21, 1 – 4, Heritage Room of the Americal Center 

A. Volunteers 
1. The Committee has the assistance of 2 community volunteers but we need more help. 

a. We need volunteers to staff the WHRC Table:  advertise June events , sell “Hate Has No 
Home Here” signs, and  answer questions about the HRC.  

b. We also need all our volunteers to act as "eyes on the room" since we have been lent 
some valuable items. 

2. The schedule is as follows, although please feel free to arrive earlier and stay a bit later. 
12-1 Teresa set up  
1-2 Eileen (also will pick up signs and some $5s) 
1:30-3 Benny  
3-4 Jeremy  
1-4 Emma hosting Jeopardy (you can help with this fun activity as well) 

ACTION ITEM: If you have not signed up and can volunteer, please contact Sherri Oken about your 
availability. Please stop by with family and friends. 
B. Activities 

1. Cultural Exhibit (toys, clothing, musical instruments, household items, crafts, etc.) 
Pakistan, Malaysia, Asian flutes, Japan, Taiwanese music/dance 

2. Interactive Exhibits 
a. Map display (pin your families country of origin, pin places you have visited. 
b. APAH Jeopardy 

3. Performances/Demonstrations 
a. Senator Wong – Qi Dong, Tai Chi 
b. Winner Carpenter – Instruction on aboriginal Taiwanese dance (with bells and costumes) 

ACTION ITEM: If anyone has a friend Asian or Pacific Islander heritage, please ask if they would 
lend us items to display. Have them contact Sherri Oken directly. 
C. Americal Civic Center 

1. Dan McGrath is a wonderful partner in helping to organize and promote an event. 
2. The Americal has its own digital display so send your flyers directly to him. 
3. The Amercial is heavily used so if you are planning an indoor event, secure the space as far in 

advance as possible. 
V. Flag Raising 

A. Policy Background and Status 
1. We have been able to raise flags at the Americal Civic Center, which isn’t very visible. We 

went before the Town Council for options which that led to a conversation about raising 
flags adjacent to the American flag and on other Town poles.  

2. Then, there was a US Supreme Court decision relative to a flag raising in Boston. It was 
decided that a municipality cannot discriminate if the flag represents public speech.  
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3. Is it municipal or public speech? Wakefield must develop a policy that choses one or the 
other. 

4. The flags that are flown represent and reflect upon the policy of the Town. 
5. Tom Mullen recommended that the Town reword the policy to explain that flag poles in 

Wakefield are under Town government control and public flags cannot be flown. His newly 
drafted policy will be introduced in June. 

B. Current Situation 
1. Town Council approves what is flown. There is no controversy over the Pride Flag or the 

Juneteeth flag being raised. 
2. A change in policy will not affect poles administered by the Library or the schools. 
3. The High School also is raising the Pride Flag. 

VI. Pride Month Committee  
A. Events 

1. June 1st 6 p.m. Flag will be raised at the Library rain or shine; ceremony will feature a singer, 
speaker  

2. June 15th 6 p.m. Juneteenth flag raising at Beebe Library 
3. June 19th 1 p.m. Concert on Common 

a. 2 local folk musicians will perform 
b. Rain space: UU Church 
c. Jeremy will provide a tent and others will bring tables for display. 

4. June 28th Virtual Panel Discussion 
a. Presented in collaboration with WCAT 
b. Daniela to moderate a generational panel. 
c. The “Language of Diversity” and other topics will be addressed. 

VII. Juneteeth Events 
A. Flag raising on Wed., June 15th Beebe Library Plaza, at 6 p.m. 

Pride Flag will be temporarily removed and then rehung. 
B. NorthShore Juneteeth Association is coordinating: singer, Nicole Jacob to speak, poetry reading 
C. Fri., June 17 3:30 Black Student Union (BSU) Juneteenth Picnic – all are invited 

VIII. Proclamation of Acceptance and Openness 
A. The original statement was collaboratively written in 2018 by WHRC, Town Council and School 

Committee 
1. In 2021, the Town Council updated the language and references specific events. 
2. Every year at the beginning of the term, conduct a joint affirmation for new officers and 

municipal leaders. 
3. Suggestions: Use more generic language instead of referencing specific events. Revise the 

“laundry list” nature of the document. 
B. Benny read the original statement and we discussed various statements that could be 

streamlined or re-worded. 
ACTION ITEM: Benny, Daniela and Sherri will serve as a task force who will work on this document, 
and present it to the other bodies for their input. 

IX. Youth Council 
A. Social media committee has received the APAH flyer for circulation. 
B. Begin the process of forming new council on May 20th for new term beginning in June. 

X. Matters not Anticipated 
A. Graduating Students  
1. We expressed our appreciation to Emma Partyka who will be attending the Univ. of BC in 

Vancouver and studying Economics/Public Relations 
2. We expressed our appreciation to Yana Herzog who will be attending Westfield State 

University and majoring in art education 
B. Albion Street Gallery 

Art students, including Yana are featured. Stop by. 
 
Motion to adjourn 9:19 p.m.  Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Sherri Oken 



 
 
Present: Winnie Carpenter, Donna Murphy, Sherri Oken, Shyan Ong, Emma Partyka  
 
Call to order 8:20 p.m. 
 
We finalized all details for the Saturday, June 21st commemoration of APAH Month 
 
Set Up 

1. Sherri has Covid and cannot attend but will provide detailed instructions, labels for all exhibits, 
signage, Jeopardy game, map display, exhibit material for Japan, Pakistan and Malaysia. 

2. We have the Heritage Room from noon until 5 p.m. 
3. Park behind the building to unload and pack up. 
4. Americal will have two custodians available to help with set up.  
5. Americal has provided masks since we will post signage encouraging the wearing of masks. 

Promotions 
1. There have been a series of posts on Patch. 
2. The event is posted on both the Patch and Community calendars. 
3. Press releases have been sent to the Item, Observer and local papers in Stoneham, Reading and 

Lynnfield. 
4. Americal staff has posted our event flyer on their digital display.  
5. It also is posted in Town kiosks and on the Town digital displays. 
6. Flyers have been posted in some businesses. 

HRC Commissioners Volunteer Schedule and Responsibilities 
They will staff the WHRC table and monitor the room to ensure nothing is damaged or taken. 

Eileen will pick up at Sherri’s house, drop off at Americal. 
12-1 Teresa, Eileen and others to set up  
1-2 Eileen (also will pick up signs and some $5s) at WHRC 
1:30-3 Benny  
3-4 Jeremy (give money from signs purchases to Daniela) 
Benny will bring the displays back to Sherri’s house. 

APAH Subcommittee Responsibilities – all assist with setting up and packing up exhibits; monitor the 
room to ensure nothing is damaged or taken. 

1. Emma & Donna will take turns hosting Jeopardy (you can help with this fun activity as well). 
2. Donna will help Winnie with dance bells and costumes. 
3. Shyan to set up flute exhibit, music through YouTube on the flat screen and introduce Winnie’s 

dance demonstration. 
4. Shyan’s daughter will demonstrate origami. 
5. Winnie will set up her Taiwan exhibit, instruct audience on Aboriginal Taiwanese dance, and 

introduce Sen. Wong’s demonstration. 
6. Shyan and Winnie have calligraphy templates and other materials. 
7. Shyan will bring a camera. Others will help with photography throughout the event. 

Activity Schedule 
1 – 4 p.m. Visit Exhibits of Cultural and Traditional Items 

• Pakistan, Malaysia, Taiwan and Japan, China 
1 - 4 p.m. Interact 

• Play APAH Jeopardy to test your knowledge of Asian and Pacific Island capitals, culture, 
Americans and manmade & natural wonders  

APAH (AAPI) SubCommittee Planning Meeting 
June 19, 2022 by Zoom 



• “Pin” the maps of Asian and Pacific Islands to honor your family heritage or show which 
countries you have visited. 

• Try your hand at origami and calligraphy. 
• Listen to the music of traditional Chinese flutes & view YouTube performances. 

Learn Something New  
1:30 – 1:50 p.m.  

Take a Taiwanese aboriginal dance lesson from Winnie Carpenter, complete with bells & feathers 
2 – 2:30 p.m. 

Sen. Donald Wong will demonstrate Qigong, a system of coordinated body-posture and movement, 
breathing, and meditation used for the purposes of health, spirituality, and martial-arts training. 

3:00 – 3:20 p.m. 
Take a Taiwanese aboriginal dance lesson from Winnie Carpenter, complete with bells & feathers  

 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Sherri Oken 



Our e-mail: whrc@wakefield.ma.us
Our web site: https://www.wakefield.ma.us/human-rights-commission
https://www.facebook.com/WHRC1/
Jenn McDonald jmcdonald@wakefield.ma.us Content and Communications 

Manager, social media expertise, 
digital postings

Flyers for Town kiosks and 
digital displays in Town 

Hall and on the Lower 
Commons

https://wakefieldma.viewpointcloud.
com/categories/1074/record-
types/1006470>

11" x 17" JPG or PDF  Jenn can help 
create if Committee doesn't have 

ability

WHRC Web Site jmcdonald@wakefield.ma.us Send Jenn event information to be 
posted and she will create a page 

WHRC Facebook page bennywheat@gmail.com 
daniela.nedbalek@gmail.com

WHRC monthly financial 
reports

Jackie Sorrento - 
jsorrento@wakefield.ma.us  
Catherine O'Brien 
cobrien@wakefield.ma.us

Wakefield Item wdinews@rcn.com daily weekday publication
Wakefield Observer Wakefield@wickedlocal.com  

questions about submissions-Michael 
Wyner  mwyner@wickedlocal.com

Thursday publication

Patch - to submit stories 
and post on their calendar

https://patch.com/massachusetts/w
akefield/around-town

Log in is the WHRC email:  
whrc@wakefield.ma.us
Our name: WH RC  (space between 
WH and RC)
The password is WHRCPatch

Patch mike.carraggi@patch.com news writer/editor
Boston Globe - 
NorthShore
Wakefield Community 
Calendar

https://www.wakefield.ma.us/home/
pages/community-calendar 

Barbara Worley at WCAT barbara.worley@wcat.tv to set up filming

https://www.facebook.com/WHRC1/
mailto:jmcdonald@wakefield.ma.us
https://wakefieldma.viewpointcloud.com/categories/1074/record-types/1006470
https://wakefieldma.viewpointcloud.com/categories/1074/record-types/1006470
https://wakefieldma.viewpointcloud.com/categories/1074/record-types/1006470
mailto:jmcdonald@wakefield.ma.us
mailto:bennywheat@gmail.com%20daniela,nedbalek@gmail.com
mailto:bennywheat@gmail.com%20daniela,nedbalek@gmail.com
mailto:wdinews@rcn.com
https://patch.com/massachusetts/wakefield/around-town
https://patch.com/massachusetts/wakefield/around-town
mailto:mike.carraggi@patch.com
https://www.wakefield.ma.us/home/pages/community-calendar%C2%A0
https://www.wakefield.ma.us/home/pages/community-calendar%C2%A0


Library bulletin boards, 
local businesses ie 
Cravings, Farmland, UPS 
Store, laundromats, etc.

drop off 8.5" x 11" color copies; 

Library display - Catherine 
McDonald, Jackie Powers

cmcdonald@noblenet.org 
powers@noblenet.org

digitial display, bulletin boards; they 
will place in glass cabinet at main 
entrance or other places upon request.

Jackie Powers powers@noblenet.org will set up and manage online 
registration for virtual programs; will 
assist with calendar postings

Brigid Black bblack@noblenet.org send event photos for posting in 
community archives

https://www.wakefield.ma.us/departments
Town Council Mehreen Butt, Chair councilor.butt@wakefield.ma.us mehreenb@gmail.com

Jonathan Chines, Vice Chair councilor.chines@wakefield.ma.us

Town Manager Steve Maio smaio@wakefield.ma.us hanging flags, using town property
Sherri Dalton, Administrative 
Assistant

sdalton@wakefield.ma.us meeting scheduling, posting agendas, 
reimbursements

Police Dept. Chief Steve Skory sskory@wakefieldpd.org
Public Works Dept. Joseph Conroy, Director

Louis Perriello Highway supervisor

Americal Civic Center Dan McGrath, Recreation Director 
dmcgrath@wakefield.ma.us

(781) 246-6389  
https://www.wakefield.ma.us/america
l-civic-center/pages/reserve-a-room-0

to reserve space gym or Heritage Room 
(1100 sf)  Karen is assistant; if you have a 
promotional flyer, send directly to Dan for 
posting on his digital board.

Community & Economic 
Development

Erin Kokinda, Director 

Wakefield-Lynnfield 
Chamber of Commerce

John Smolinsky, Excecutive Director john@wakefieldlynnfieldchamber.org information on businesses that are 
members , women owned businesses; does 
not have info on minority owned businesses

mailto:powers@noblenet.org
mailto:bblack@noblenet.org
https://www.wakefield.ma.us/departments
mailto:councilor.butt@wakefield.ma.us
mailto:mehreenb@gmail.com
mailto:councilor.chines@wakefield.ma.us
mailto:smaio@wakefield.ma.us
mailto:sdalton@wakefield.ma.us
mailto:sskory@wakefieldpd.org
https://www.wakefield.ma.us/user/3121/contact
https://www.wakefield.ma.us/americal-civic-center
mailto:john@wakefieldlynnfieldchamber.org


North Shore Junteenth 
Association

Nicole McClain Nsjuneteenth@gmail.com

https://www.wakefield.ma.us/boards
School Committee suzy.veilleux@wpsk12.org
Youth Council leadership changes in June
Black Student Union Ania Jacob
Albion Cultural Exchange albionculturalexchange@gmail.com. https://www.albionculturalexchange.org/

Clergy Council Elizabeth Assenza minister@wakefield-uu.org
Commission on Disability 
issues (WCDI)

Lorna J. Davidson-Connelly, Marie 
Rej, Co-Chairwomen

Traffic Advisory 
Committee

Dan Benjamin, Resident Rep painting images on roadways?

Wakefield Schools Doug Lyons, Superintendent doug.lyons@wpsk12.org use of school buildings
When school is in session, the principals and PTOs email regular communications that are widely distributed to families with children.
Wakefield HS Amy McLeod, Principal amy.mcleod@wpsk12.org

Joseph Mullaney, Assistant Principal  joseph.mullaney@wpsk12.org

Gerrilyn Trafficante,Assistant 
Principal

gerrilyn.trafficante@wpsk12.org

Black Student Union
Galvin Middle School Principal?? paula.noble@wpsk12.org  secretary to principal

Andrew Tetrault, Assistant Principal andrew.tetrault@wpsk12.org

Allison Hammer, Assistant Principal
allison.hammer@wpsk12.org

Lea Terfry, Administrative Assistant lea.terfy@wpsk12.org

Andrew Cedrone, Guidance 
Counselor

andrew.cedrone@wpsk12.org

Dolbeare Elementary T J Liberti, Principal tj.liberti@wpsk12.org
PTO dolbeareschoolpto@gmail.com

Woodville Elementary Matthew Carter, Principal matthew.carter@wpsk12.org
PTO woodvilleschoolpto@gmail.com

mailto:Nsjuneteenth@gmail.com
https://www.wakefield.ma.us/boards
mailto:suzy.veilleux@wpsk12.org
mailto:albionculturalexchange@gmail.com
mailto:minister@wakefield-uu.org
mailto:doug.lyons@wpsk12.org
mailto:joseph.mullaney@wpsk12.org
mailto:gerrilyn.trafficante@wpsk12.org
mailto:paula.noble@wpsk12.org%20%20secretary%20to%20principal
mailto:andrew.tetrault@wpsk12.org
mailto:allison.hammer@wpsk12.org
mailto:lea.terfy@wpsk12.org
mailto:andrew.cedrone@wpsk12.org
mailto:tj.liberti@wpsk12.org
mailto:dolbeareschoolpto@gmail.com
mailto:matthew.carter@wpsk12.org
mailto:woodvilleschoolpto@gmail.com


Greenwood Elementary Tiffany Back, Principal  tiffany.back@wpsk12.org

PTO ptoboard@greenwoodpto.org
Walton Elementary School Elaina Byrne, Principal elaina.byrne@wpsk12.org email bounced 10/4/2021

PTO waltonschoolpto@gmail.com
Wakefield Metco Glavia Smith, Director glavia.smith@wpsk12.org
Northeast Metro Tech Carla Scuzzarella, Principal                

AV  - Technology Coordinator? 
enlist student help in developing graphics, 
online material;serves the communities of 
Chelsea, Malden, Melrose, North Reading, 
Reading, Revere, Saugus, Stoneham, 
Wakefield, Winchester, Winthrop, and 
Woburn.

Training Active ByStanders Beryl Domingo, TAB Coordinator, 
Quabbin Mediation beryldomingo@quabbinmediation.org   

508-932-7512   
www.TrainingActiveBystanders.org

WAAV

mailto:tiffany.back@wpsk12.org
mailto:ptoboard@greenwoodpto.org
mailto:elaina.byrne@wpsk12.org
mailto:waltonschoolpto@gmail.com
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