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WAKEFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT 
REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2021 

 
The Wakefield Fire Department responded to 319 emergency incidents during the month of 

November 2021 including 34 box alarms and 285 still alarms.  The department responded to one 
request for mutual aid during November to the town of Saugus.  The department received mutual aid 
six times during the month of November, three times from Lynnfield, two times from Reading and 
once from Stoneham.  A crew from Engine 2 under Lt. Christopher Crogan assisted the Saugus Fire 
Department at the scene of a structure fire during the early morning of November 3.   

 
Wakefield firefighters under the command of Captain Paul Pronco responded to a report of a 

structure fire at the Crystal Community Club, 77 Preston Street, during the evening of November 10.  
Upon their arrival, firefighters found smoke pouring from a rea storage area of the building.  They 
forced entry and found that a fire had started in the combustible flooring just inside the doorway.  The 
fire had burned through a small section of the floor igniting the structural framing below.  The fire was 
quickly extinguished, having been slowed by a fire extinguisher used by building occupants prior to 
the department’s arrival.  Fire damage was confined to the area of origin with some minimal smoke 
and water damage occurring immediately underneath the storage area.  There were no injuries as a 
result of the fire and the club was able to remain open.  The cause of the fire was determined to be the 
careless disposal of smoking materials in the area of the storage room doorway. 

 
Captain John Walsh led fire crews responding to Brothers Restaurant, 404 Main Street, during 

the morning of November 23 after the business owner called to report a fire under the food warming 
unit at the main service counter for the restaurant.  Employees knocked the fire down with a fire 
extinguisher prior to the department’s arrival.  Firefighters opened up the counter area and discovered 
that a grease accumulation under the gas-fired steamers had ignited.  The fire did not extend beyond 
the section of the counter that ignited and there was no smoke damage to the restaurant.  The restaurant 
closed for a short period while the area was cleaned and the affected equipment repaired.  There were 
no injuries as a result of this fire. 
 

Captain Brian Purcell led fire crews to a reported fire at 46 Chestnut Street at noon on 
November 30.  Arriving firefighters found a resident outside who informed them that flames were 
coming out of a first-floor electric heater just inside the front entrance.  Firefighters quickly shut down 
power to the building and extinguished the fire burning inside an electric heater.  The fire was 
contained to the heater but caused a smoke condition throughout the building.  All occupants were able 
to remain in the building and there were no injuries as a result of this fire. The fire was caused by an 
electrical malfunction of the wall heating unit.  
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All groups continued their annual in-service business inspections during November.  All 

department members participated in Emergency Medical Technician training classes during November 
provided free to the department by Cataldo Ambulance.  The department conducted quarterly fire 
inspections in all schools, nursing homes, lodging houses and hotels during the month of November.  
Several shifts conducted vehicle extrication training and took part in reviewing the proper use of its 
multi-gas detectors.  All department members reviewed ice water rescue procedures as well as proper 
precautions to be taken operating fire apparatus during cold weather months during November.  All 
groups conducted drills on the vacant homes on Tarrant Lane scheduled to be razed for an upcoming 
development.  This was an excellent opportunity to allow firefighters to practice search and rescue 
drills using simulated smoke as well as cutting ventilation holes in roofs using the department’s 
compliment of chain saws. 
 
 

INCIDENT RESPONSE REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2021 
 

BOX ALARMS   34 
STILL ALARMS 285 

TOTAL ALARMS  319 
 
 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL / MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT RESPONSES 234 
ALARM MALFUNCTIONS / ACCIDENTAL ALARMS 34 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE / SERVICE CALLS  13 
INVESTIGATIONS / SMOKE GAS ODORS 14 
ELECTRICAL EMERGENCIES    3 
APPLIANCE FIRES / EMERGENCIES  3 
MUTUAL AID RESPONSES  1 
STRUCTURAL FIRES  1 
HEATING SYSTEM EMERGENCIES  1 
WATER EMERGENCIES  4 
BRUSH / GRASS FIRES     2 
MOTOR VEHICLE FIRES  0 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENTS  1 
FALSE ALARMS  1 
CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTOR INVESTIGATIONS  
RESCUE RESPONSES                                                                                                                     

   7 
   0 

RUBBISH FIRES  0 



 

TOWN OF WAKEFIELD 
MASSACHUSETTS 

FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS 
 

ONE UNION STREET 
WAKEFIELD, MA  01880 - 2495 

 

MICHAEL J. SULLIVAN 

FIRE CHIEF 

(781) 246-6435 
FAX: (781) 246-6433 

BUSINESS PHONE: (781) 246-6432 
E-mail msullivan@wakefield.ma.us 

FIRE PREVENTION 
 

(781) 246-6435 
 

 
 
 

 

     
  
  

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT NOVEMBER 2021 
 

SMOKE DETECTOR CERTIFICATE INSPECTIONS  60 
OIL BURNER PERMITS ISSUED  3 
OIL STORAGE PERMITTED (GALLONS)  825 
PROPANE GAS PERMITS ISSUED  5 
SPRINKLER SYSTEM INSPECTION / SERVICE PERMITS ISSUED  2 
FIRE ALARM SYSTEM INSPECTION / SERVICE PERMITS ISSUED  10 
NEW FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM PERMITS ISSUED 10 
TANK REMOVAL PERMITS  21 
BLASTING & FIREWORKS PERMITS ISSUED  1 
CUTTING & WELDING PERMITS ISSUED  1 
FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS STORAGE PERMITS ISSUED  0 
TANK TRUCK PERMITS 0 
FIRE ALARM ACCEPTANCE TESTS 8 
FIRE INSPECTIONS RELATED TO STATE/LOCAL LICENSING 10 
COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS CONDUCTED BY FIRE PREVENTION OFFICER 18 
FIRE PREVENTION COMPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS 4 
SETS OF CONSTRUCTION PLANS REVIEWED 10 
CONSTRUCTION SITE INSPECTIONS 3 
BURNING PERMITS 0 
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