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WAKEFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT
REPORT FOR MAY 2020

The Wakefield Fire Department responded to 275 emergency incidents during the month of
May including 28 box alarms and 247 still alarms. The department responded to six requests for
mutual aid during May, twice to Stoneham and once each to Lynnfield, Melrose, Reading and Woburn.
The department received mutual aid once during the month of May from Lynnfield. A crew from
Engine 1 led by Lieutenant Cliff Silva covered a vacant Lynnfield fire station during the morning of
May 5. Another crew from Engine 1 under Lieutenant Christopher Crogan covered a vacant Woburn
fire station during a 2-alarm fire in that City also on the morning of May 5. Lt. Daniel Hancock and a
crew from Engine covered Stoneham Fire Headquarters while that department was tied up with a
serious motor vehicle accident during the morning of May 14. A crew from Engine 2 under Lieutenant
Joseph Albert covered Stoneham Fire headquarters while that department was tied up at an incident
during the evening of May 18. Lieutenant Cliff Silva and a crew from Engine 1 covered Reading Fire
Headquarters during a fire in that community on the morning of May 29.

Firefighters under the command of Captain Thomas Purcell responded to a reported kitchen fire
at 76 Pleasant Street during the evening of May 28. Crews arrived to find the fire had been knocked
done by the homeowner using a portable fire extinguisher. Apparently the homeowner had stepped
away from the kitchen while melting a stick of butter and returned to find the butter had ignited. The
fire spread to adjoining cabinetry and an overhead microwave oven before being extinguished.
Firefighters checked for any fire extension in the kitchen and found no extension beyond what had
already been damaged. The home sustained significant smoke damage throughout the first floor and
firefighters used several smoke ejectors to clear the smoke from the apartment. There were no injuries
as a result of the fir and the occupants were displaced until repairs could be made.

The Wakefield Fire Department continues to respond to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic
affecting the country. The department responded to 117 calls where Covid-19 was either present or
suspected during the month of May. Department personnel equipped with medical masks, gowns,
shields and gloves respond to all requests for medical aid in an attempt to protect both themselves,
their families and members of the public from contracting Covid-19. The department continues to
work closely along with our EMS partners with Cataldo Ambulance to provide all emergency medical
care that potential Covid-19 patients require.

The Department continues to experience a decrease in the number of non-Covid-19 medical
calls that it responds to and reminds members of the public not to hesitate to call for assistance for any
type of medical emergency, not just those related to Covid-19. Citizens with symptoms of heart attack
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or stroke, severe hemorrhaging, allergic reactions and other life-threatening conditions still require
prompt treatment and transport to the hospital; it is imperative that these citizens still call 911 for help.
Hospitals and emergency rooms have taken extensive precautions to minimize the risk to patients not
affected by Covid-19.

All scheduled emergency medical training in May was cancelled due to the ongoing
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic. The department was able to conduct training classes on
Electrical Safety for two of its four duty shifts during the month of May. This training was conducted
by retired Wakefield Municipal Gas and Light Department employee Dan Flynn, who has moved into
a new position as a safety trainer for the Northeast Public Power Association. Dan will be back to
conduct this training for the remaining two duty groups during the month of June.

Several department members assisted in a town-wide door to door distribution of medical
masks to the citizens of Wakefield during the period of May 4 to May 6. Department members
distributed masks in residential neighborhoods and also to almost two dozen apartment and
condominiums complexes. Wakefield was one of only a few communities to complete a door to door
distribution of masks and I am proud of the department’s contribution towards the completion of this
important event.
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INCIDENT RESPONSE REPORT FOR MAY 2020

BOX ALARMS 28
STILL ALARMS 247
TOTAL ALARMS 275

EMERGENCY MEDICAL / MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT RESPONSES
ALARM MALFUNCTIONS / ACCIDENTAL ALARMS

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE / SERVICE CALLS

INVESTIGATIONS / SMOKE GAS ODORS

ELECTRICAL EMERGENCIES

APPLIANCE FIRES / EMERGENCIES

MUTUAL AID RESPONSES

STRUCTURAL FIRES

HEATING SYSTEM EMERGENCIES

WATER EMERGENCIES

BRUSH / GRASS FIRES

MOTOR VEHICLE FIRES

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENTS

FALSE ALARMS

CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTOR INVESTIGATIONS
RUBBISH FIRES

RESCUE RESPONSES

FIRE PREVENTION

(781) 246-6435
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FIRE PREVENTION REPORT MAY 2020

SMOKE DETECTOR CERTIFICATE INSPECTIONS 31
OIL BURNER PERMITS ISSUED 6
OIL STORAGE PERMITTED (GALLONS) 1650
PROPANE GAS PERMITS ISSUED 2
SPRINKLER SYSTEM INSPECTION / SERVICE PERMITS ISSUED 3
FIRE ALARM SYSTEM INSPECTION / SERVICE PERMITS ISSUED 19
NEW FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM PERMITS ISSUED 8
TANK REMOVAL PERMITS 6
BLASTING & FIREWORKS PERMITS ISSUED 1
CUTTING & WELDING PERMITS ISSUED 2
FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS STORAGE PERMITS ISSUED 1
TANK TRUCK PERMITS 0
FIRE ALARM ACCEPTANCE TESTS 11
FIRE INSPECTIONS RELATED TO STATE/LOCAL LICENSING 0
COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS CONDUCTED BY FIRE PREVENTION OFFICER 10
FIRE PREVENTION COMPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS

SETS OF CONSTRUCTION PLANS REVIEWED 8
CONSTRUCTION SITE INSPECTIONS 20

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS PERMITS 0
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