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WAKEFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT
REPORT FOR AUGUST 2023

The Wakefield Fire Department responded to 320 emergency incidents during the month of
August 2023 including 24 box alarms and 296 still alarms. The department responded to three
requests for mutual aid during August, once each to Lynnfield, Melrose and Woburn. The
department received mutual aid three times during August, twice from Lynnfield and once from
Stoneham. A crew from Engine 1 led by Lt. John Mercurio covered a vacant Woburn fire station
while firefighters from that community were tied up at a 2-alarm structure fire during the evening
of August 8.

There were no significant structure fires during the month of August. The regular rain
showers during the month also helped keep the number of brush fires to a minimum. The
department took the property owner of the former gas station at 343 Albion Street up on an offer to
use the vacant building for training. All four groups utilized the building to practice roof opening
procedures using the department’s chain saws.

Each group received an instructor-led training on specific types of rescues involving
entrapments and equipment during the week of August 7. Department members received a brief
classroom presentation on specific rescue situations and then practiced extrication using tools they
already carry on their fire apparatus. Situations they trained on including ring removals,
entrapments involving impalements, entrapments involving meat grinders and industrial machinery
and how to quickly lift heavy objects without the use of hydraulic rescue equipment. The training
was very informative and involved practical hands-on training that all who participated can put to
good use in the future.

All groups participated in Emergency Medical Technician training classes and conducted
training with the department’s aerial ladder and fire pumpers. Additional training was conducted
on vehicle extrication during August. The department continued to conduct its annual fire safety
business inspections during August.

Firefighters from Engine 1 visited Kindercare children’s center on North Avenue on
August 1. Another crew from Engine 1 visited the YMCA summer camp operated out of the First
Parish Congregational Church on August 7.
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INCIDENT RESPONSE REPORT FOR AUGUST 2023

BOX ALARMS 24
STILL ALARMS 296
TOTAL ALARMS 320

EMERGENCY MEDICAL / MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT RESPONSES
ALARM MALFUNCTIONS / ACCIDENTAL ALARMS
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE / SERVICE CALLS
INVESTIGATIONS / SMOKE GAS ODORS
ELECTRICAL EMERGENCIES

APPLIANCE FIRES / EMERGENCIES

MUTUAL AID RESPONSES

STRUCTURAL FIRES

HEATING SYSTEM EMERGENCIES

WATER EMERGENCIES

BRUSH / GRASS FIRES

MOTOR VEHICLE FIRES

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENTS

FALSE ALARMS

CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTOR INVESTIGATIONS
RESCUE RESPONSES
RUBBISH FIRES
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FIRE PREVENTION REPORT FOR AUGUST 2023

SMOKE DETECTOR CERTIFICATE INSPECTIONS

OIL BURNER PERMITS ISSUED

OIL STORAGE PERMITTED (GALLONS)

PROPANE GAS PERMITS ISSUED

SPRINKLER SYSTEM INSPECTION / SERVICE PERMITS ISSUED
FIRE ALARM SYSTEM INSPECTION / SERVICE PERMITS ISSUED
NEW FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM PERMITS ISSUED

TANK REMOVAL PERMITS

BLASTING & FIREWORKS PERMITS ISSUED

CUTTING & WELDING PERMITS ISSUED

FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS STORAGE PERMITS ISSUED

FIRE ALARM ACCEPTANCE TESTS

FIRE INSPECTIONS RELATED TO STATE/LOCAL LICENSING
COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS CONDUCTED BY FIRE PREVENTION OFFICER
FIRE PREVENTION COMPLAINT INVESTIGATIONS

SETS OF CONSTRUCTION PLANS REVIEWED

CONSTRUCTION SITE INSPECTIONS

BURNING PERMITS

44
10
2605

10
12
15

12

21

16
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