
 

Thursday, April 14, 2022 

7:00 P.M. 

Zoom Meeting 

 

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 

PRESENT: 

Myra Sessions, Chair 

Robin Greenberg, Secretary  

Sean Cash 

Dan Noren 

Melissa Eusden 

Julie Smith-Galvin, Town Council rep 

Jenn Kallay, WMGLD rep proxy 

Ann Waitt, DPW alternate rep 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Rob Darnell, Vice Chair 

Mary Hajjar 

Joe Conway, DPW rep 

Suzy Veilleux, School Committee rep  

Abby Lane, Student Liaison 

Sophie Brown, Student Liaison 

Addie Festel, Student Liaison 

Uma Gerweck, Youth Council rep  

Nick Pilleri, Student Liaison 

 

   

----- TOPICS OF DISCUSSION ----- 

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m by M. Session.   

The meeting is being recording and closed captioning is available. 

 

Public 

Participation 

 

No comments 

Approval of March 

Minutes 

 

R. Greenberg motioned to approve with Melissa’s edit. J Smith-Galvin second. 

Motion passed. 

May 14 Recycling 

Event 

 

M. Eusden met with organizers. Green Team Junk Removal will be collecting 

electronics and furniture for Habitat for Humanity. There will also be a Ukraine 

donation collection. Tables to include Safe Streets, Bay State Textile, ESC, 

WMGLD, and DPW. WMGLD will provide info on rebates and may be collecting 

dehumidifiers. ESC will buy a TerraCycle box to collect hard to recycle plastics, 

including but not limited to black plastic containers. Approval to use ESC budget 

has been accepted by Steve Maio. ESC discussed having a large format poster of 

town map to get resident feedback on different issues. J. Smith-Galvin is looking 

into potential bike swap and/or collecting used bikes. Promotion of the event is 

within April water bills distributed by the DPW. Town will also advertise the event 

to local media and social media. 

 

Volunteer 

Engagement 

 

D. Noren is working on a proposal on ESC volunteer needs and suggestions and 

notes about how to review candidates, and support and engage volunteers based 

on his years of experience managing volunteers. Volunteer opportunities include 
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participation in working groups, subcommittees, and organizing and representing 

ESC at events.  

 

Communication 

Priorities for 

Public 

Engagement 

 

There was general committee discussion on ESC communication opportunities and 

the need for a messaging calendar. 

There was a suggestion to ask residents to share pictures, reflection, and/or video 

on: “Be Caught Being Green”, “Get Ready to be Green”, and/or “Gearing Up to be 

Green”. M. Session will draft an ESC letter for public distribution on ESC efforts 

since the 2021 ESC letter. 

 

Waste Reduction 

Subcommittee 

 

M. Eusden shared that last week was the first Galvin recycling pick up by JLM. 

Collection went well. She is also working on restarting school composting.  

 

Land use 

Subcommittee 

 

J. Smith-Galvin shared ConComm is considering looking at uses for tax title land 

parcels. She will connect S. Cash and M. Session with ConComm staff. 

Student Members M. Session shared that S. Brown received a WEF award for her student activism 

achievements including with recycling club, co-leadership of the Warrior Clean Up 

Crew, and being an ESC member. 

  

School Building 

Planning 

R. Greenberg and J. Kallay attended a Northeast Metro Tech (NEMT) School 

Building Committee (SBC) meeting this evening. SBC is forming a sustainability 

MEP systems/ sustainability working committee, more details to follow. Also at the 

meeting, there was Friends of Wakefield’s Northeast Metro Tech Forest, citizen 

group and their attorney spoke about their goals to protect the trees and forest 

habitat that is impacted by the construction project.  They are asking for a MEPA 

review by the state. Their next milestone is this summer for DD submission to the 

MSBA with an updated cost estimate. 

 

For the WMHS project, the Permanent Building Committee and SBC selected their 

preferred options to be new construction on the track and field area. The building 

design is conceptual at this point. There is a public community meeting on April 27, 

2022.  

 

School 

Committee 

No comment 

Green Community 

Application 

Upcoming public meetings will present the energy reduction plan: School 

Committee on May 3rd and Town Council on May 9th. The school committee will 

vote on plan on May 24th. With approval by the committees, GC application will be 

sent to the state for review and acceptance.  

 

Plastic & 

Styrofoam by-

laws 

M. Eusden shared she meet with the town to talk about the by-laws. The town 

plans to not issue a requested outdoor seating permit if the business does not 

comply with by-law. Enforcement of bylaw is coming. 
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Town Council 

update  

 

J. Smith-Galvin approved the town’s Capital Plans. They have solar funding 

available to add panels on a water department building. 93 applications for 43 

community garden plots were received in the lottery. 

 

WMGLD J. Kallay thanked the ESC members for attending a WMGLD meeting. She 

appreciates ESC members participation and interest for the department to sell or 

transfer Wakefield’s share of the Peabody Peaker Plant project. She has requested 

a vote to do such and it is scheduled to occur at their next meeting on May 11th at 

6:30pm. The meeting includes public comment.  

 

The meeting will also have a vote to extend the gas moratorium for new 

multifamily and commercial to include new single-family construction. 

WGMLD provided the Northeast Metro Tech (NEMT) new building design team 

with a package of measures and incentives for their consideration. There is a 

meeting on 4/20 where WMGLD and the design team will discuss the proposal. The 

proposal includes: 

·        $300,000 towards electric and gas interconnection 

·        $250,000 towards electric energy efficiency measures, notably heating 

electrification 

·        Battery storage and other generation technologies, in an Energy Park microgrid 

adjacent to the building, to provide backup power to the site in place of the 

currently planned 600kW diesel generator 

·        250kW of solar for the roof of the building, at no cost, which will produce energy 

that can be used by the school and charge a backup battery 

·        5, Level 2 electric vehicle chargers, for a total of 10 electric vehicle parking spots 

(each charger can serve two vehicles) at no cost 

Also, WMGLD has many new projects planned or underway, including: 

·        Leading by Example with solar to serve the building and to support a 

community solar project on the WMGLD building 

·        Leading by Example by installing EV charging stations at its building to support 

an expansion of WMGLD’s electric vehicle fleet, including larger vehicles such as 

utility trucks 

·        Solar and batteries in Ludlow, MA at a site owned by MMWEC 

·        Batteries at the Burns substation, once existing substation equipment is retired 

and removed 

·        Efficiency, solar, and batteries in new Wakefield school building projects (NEMT 

and WMHS) 

One of the department’s performance goals includes promotions and marketing of 

their incentives. Suggestions how to expand on outreach are welcome.  

 

DPW A. Waitt shared that are two weeks remain on rain barrel sales and DPW just 

purchased 50 more Black Earth compost bins. 199 compost bins have been sold to 

date at the reduce cost.  

 

J. Smith-Galvin thanked DPW for bring the MWRA water truck to the Gator Gallop. 

M. Session thanked DPW for assistance with litter clean up dates. 
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State Rep. Lipper-

Garabedian Event 

State Rep. Lipper-Garabedian is organizing event that may have T. Boettcher and 

J. Kallay to talk about heat pumps and solar installation. Date and agenda of the 

event is TBD. 

 

Farewell to ESC 

Members 

 

M. Session thanked R. Darnell, M. Hajjar, and S. Veilleux for their amazing and 

passionate participation with the ESC. 

Wakefield Master 

Plan 2033 

Wakefield Master Plan 2033 study questionnaire #1 is open for public use. It covers 

land use and zoning and open space. To date, 217 responses have been received. 

 

Next Meetings The next regular Environmental Sustainability Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, May 12, at 7pm.  

 

Committee 

Meeting 

Adjournment 

 

R. Greenberg motioned to adjoin. D. Nolen second.  Meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Robin Greenberg, Secretary 

 

 Attachments: - 

 


