A bill to create a Massachusetts Safe Routes to Schools Program
Summary:

This bill would establish a program to distribute federal funds from the Safety Set-Aside to municipalities through a competitive grant program to improve safety in and around schools.  It would encourage walking and biking to school by establishing safety education programs, installation of new crosswalks, bike lanes and signs, construction and replacement of sidewalks, traffic calming around schools; and construction of multi-use trails connecting to schools.  
Background

In the 1960's more than 60% of children walked or rode bikes to school.  Today the figure is closer to 10%, creating profound impacts:

· Half of young people are not meeting national standards for physical obesity and 1 in 8 are classified as obese;

· School journey trips account for 1/3 of morning rush hour;

· Motor vehicles continue to be the leading cause of death for children ages 4-14;

· Children in the US average more than one hour a day being driven around in cars and 4 hours watching TV, reducing their opportunities to discover their community and build a sense of independence.

Arlington MA was one of two national pilot projects to evaluate the impact of Safe Routes to School programming to reduce traffic congestion and promote safe, non-motorized transportation for children to elementary and middle schools.  The results after the first year were promising:

· The number of elementary school children walking to school increased to over 50%.
· Two hundred and sixty-eight fewer daily vehicle trips were made to three elementary schools in the period of September to January last year.

· Out of an enrollment of 1,732 students, 217 are now walking on a regular basis after one year of Safe Routes to Schools programming.

Current Problems

MA currently does not spend any of the Federal Safety Set-Aside Program (U.S.C. Section 133) for bike and pedestrian safety, yet 20% of the highway fatalities are to bicyclists or pedestrians.  The Commonwealth does not have a focused program to encourage safe use of roads by children despite the fact that hundreds of thousands of children are walking and bicycling everyday and federal funds are available to cover the costs.

CA, CO, and TX have established funded programs, and CA and TX report that the requests by communities (with a 10-20% local match required) range from 6.5-9 times the available dollars. Thirteen states have Statewide Safe Routes to Schools Programs; eight through state legislation and 5 others implemented through other departments.  
MA Representative Anne Paulsen has introduced the MA Safe Routes to Schools Bill to enable cities and towns to design their own programs to meet their specific needs using the federal Safety Set-Aside funds.

Proposed Solution
The Safe Routes to School bill is supported by a broad coalition from the public health community, parent teacher organizations, the environmental community, and pedestrian/bicycle advocates.   A similar broad coalition is working at the national level to include a $250M/year initiative in the reauthorization of the federal transportation law.

