Background of the North Suburban Regional Bicycle Transportation Plan (NSRBTP)

The NSRBTP consists of the towns of Lynnfield, Wakefield, N.Reading, Reading and Wilmington.  I will refer to it as the Bike plan. In 1997 each town put up $6,000 each as seed money to develop safe bicycling routes through and connecting each towns’ transportation hubs, as well as their recreational areas.  The State was to put up the rest of the money for the study and design a plan that would work. The State funded this project in 2001.  A committee was formed, with reps from each of the Towns and they were to decide on the Engineering Company that would make up a draft of the plan.  Bob Rodgers, N. Reading’s town planner is the chair of the 5-town committee. Our committee member on the board is Paul Reavis, Wakefield’s Town planner.  Weston & Sampson Engineering was the company chosen to design the Bike Plan. I have a copy of the entire first draft for anyone who wants to view it.  This committee asked for public input and four local citizens of Wakefield formed the first Wakefield Bicycling Committee in 2002.  We have had 11 meetings of the Bicycling Committee since March of 2002.  The public was always welcome.  We gave the 5-town committee our recommendations as to how they should fit the Bike plan to our needs and we also proceeded on our own to come up with a plan that would enhance bicycling in our community.  We report to Wakefield’s Traffic Advisory Committee through Fred Emilianowicz.  

Now, to the point at hand.  The RR ROW that runs from the junction at Main St. and North Ave. to the Lynnfield town line at Reedy Meadow is a part of the proposed plan.  W&S has said it would be approximately  $325,000 to transform that portion of the tracks into a linear park.  There are legal and environmental challenges that have to be addressed but the main need for the town is to get control of the parcel.  In May 2002, Tom Butler, our town manager sent a letter to the MBTA requesting on behalf of the Selectmen, first refusal on the RR ROW. 

My information is that the MBTA is the owner of the ROW and they call it the Newburyport Line.  Guilford Corp. owns the freight right of way and according to a letter we received last year, Guilford plans to abandon the tracks but to this date has not done so.  I have contacted their legal dept. three times over the past year, and Katherine Potter, their spokesperson, has said they have not pursued the abandonment yet.  Perhaps political persuasion could move the process along.  This is one of the reasons we need bicycle advocacy here in our town and working with local communities for this common interest.

We have kept Paul Reavis, our town planner, abreast of our research and progress and we have presented our input to the Metropolitan Area Planning Council.  

We, as bicyclists, would like to see the town a friendly place for anyone to cycle in safety, whether from Wakefield or not.  Wakefield is a great place to visit and, I believe, safe cycling routes will enhance our livability as a town. 

